A multi-centre general practice clinical evaluation of pivmecillinam plus pivampicillin ('Miraxid') and co-trimoxazole ('Septrin') in respiratory tract infections.
Seven-day courses of either 200 mg pivmecillinam plus 250 mg pivampicillin or co-trimoxazole (800 mg sulphamethoxazole plus 160 mg trimethoprim) given twice daily were compared in a multi-centre general practice study in 318 patients with signs and symptoms of upper or lower respiratory tract infection. Patients were stratified into four diagnostic groups (sinusitis, otitis media, throat infections, and acute bronchitis) and randomly allocated to treatment within these groups. Assessments at Day 7 showed that both treatments were equally effective clinically, 154 (91%) patients in the pivmecillinam plus pivampicillin group showing clinical cure or improvement and 142 (88%) patients in the co-trimoxazole group. Side-effects were reported by 19 (11.9%) patients in the pivmecillinam plus pivampicillin group and by 24 (15.8%) patients in the co-trimoxazole group. Two patients in the pivmecillinam plus pivampicillin group and 4 patients in the co-trimoxazole group stopped treatment.